
  

 

 

Elizabeth Knowles ’12 has made a triumphant homecoming to  

San Diego after spending nearly six months in a litigation-intensive 

associate position at a Seattle immigration law firm. 

  

“I am thrilled to return as the new Director of the ABA Immigra-

tion Justice Project (IJP), a public interest organization that I care 

very much about,” Knowles said. 

  

She began working at the ABA Immigration Justice Project during 

her second year of law school as a legal intern and was later hired 

on as their Legal Orientation paralegal during her 3L year. 

  

“The IJP provided me with a challenging, human-focused legal  

experience,” said Knowles. “It required collaboration with other 

community organizations and exposed me to the exciting and ever-changing landscape of immigration law, specifically in the de-

tention context. This is where my passion for immigration law and serving detained, indigent non-citizens truly took shape. My 

work at the IJP as a law student served as the subject of my research and writing for the Law Review and later informed my 

practice as a member of the private bar.” 

  

The IJP is the only legal services provider in San Diego County that provides Legal Orientation Programs to all immigrants in  

removal (deportation) proceedings. 

  

“Our legal staff presents in-depth explanations of people's rights and remedies to groups of men and women at the immigration 

detention facility in Otay Mesa and Immigration Court in downtown San Diego,” Knowles said. “Additionally, the IJP pairs indi-

gent immigrants with pro bono counsel for direct representation at the Immigration Court, Board of Immigration Appeals, and 

the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. We coordinate various training sessions throughout the year, including the Model Hearing  

Program, which is led by local Immigration Judges. The IJP's third and newest component is its Mental Health Program which  

focuses on identifying and providing assistance for detained immigrants who suffer from mental illness.” 

  

One of the best things about Knowles’ new position is being back in San Diego again. 

  

“I feel very fortunate to serve as director of this instrumental, ground-breaking organization and I'm thrilled to be part of the 

San Diego legal community again. To my delight, I have already been contacted by many of my colleagues from TJSL who are 

interested in attending our trainings and taking a case on a pro bono basis. It continues to be my belief that public service is an 

enriching, worthwhile commitment and catalyst for personal and professional growth. Keep an eye out for our CLE offerings, 

events, and pro bono opportunities throughout the year!” 

Elizabeth Knowles ’12 Returns to San Diego as Director of ABA Immigration Project  
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TJSL Graduate Offered Post-Bar Positions from Separate San Diego firms  

 

Recent TJSL graduate James Hassey is concen-
trating on his current bar prep studies but says  

he is extremely excited about his post-bar future. 
 

“While interning at The Law Office of G. Cole  
Casey (TJSL '96 alumnus) some pretty great 
things happened to me, even before taking the 

CA Bar exam.” 
 

Hassey explains that during his internship with 
the Casey firm, on two separate occasions he 
worked with two other local attorneys/firms. At 

the end of Hassey's internship with Mr. Casey,  
he not only received an offer for a post-bar posi-

tion with the G. Cole Casey firm, but has received offers from those two other attorneys/firms as 
well.  
  

Hassey says, although he appreciates being offered amazing positions by the other firms, “I'm 
choosing to accept the generous offer from The Law Offices of G. Cole Casey.” 

 
Last semester (Fall '12), with the help of Professor Judybeth Tropp and the intern/externship  
department Hassey obtained his internship with Cole Casey's firm. “I would like to thank Professor 

Tropp for helping me to land this position.” 
 

Hassey says “I think that it is good for current students to know that jobs are out there if the  
student creates value for themselves.” 
 

Click here to learn more about TJSL’s Externship Program http://www.tjsl.edu/clinics/externships. 
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Congratulations 

 

 

TJSL Dean Rudy Hasl is pleased to report 
that the Board of Trustees, at its June 6 

meeting, approved the recommendations  
of the faculty and the Dean that Professors 
Alex Kreit and Kaimipono Wenger be granted 

tenure and that Professors Meera Deo and 
Luz Herrera be promoted to the rank of Asso-

ciate Professor of Law. “I offer my sincerest 
congratulations to the faculty members on 

these personnel actions,” said Dean Hasl. 

 

 

http://www.tjsl.edu/clinics/externships
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TJSL Grads and Close Friends Sevy Fisher ’13 &  

Brandon Simon ’13 Joining the Same Law Firm  

 

Sevy Fisher and Brandon Simon got to be best of friends 

during law school at TJSL. They graduated together in 

May. And now they are going to work together after they 

take the bar exam in July – at the Simon Law Group, 

where two of Simon’s brothers are partners. 

  

In fact, both are employed at the Los Angeles firm  

now – both Fisher and Simon as law clerks. 

  

“I am excited about the opportunity to work for the  

Simon Law Group for many reasons,” said Fisher. “Two 

seem to stick out the most. First and foremost would 

have to be the relationships I have developed with the 

Simon family. I am going to work with a group of people 

whom I respect not only as business people but also as a second family. I have participated in many social 

outings with the Simon families that have solidified the very reason I want to work for the Simon Law Group.  

These include charity Golf tournaments for the Los Angeles Clippers and Orange County Judges, Trial attorney 

Galas, and even simply kayaking through the La Jolla caves or going out with "Big Bob" (The retired Patriarch) 

for a drink on the weekends. They are a group of people who put their family first, and this is something that  

I admire and is rare in today's society. 

  

“Second, the Simon Law Group is an extremely successful law firm with relationships all over southern Califor-

nia and has the ability to provide me with the resources to be one of the best trial attorneys in all of California. 

My dream has always been to be a trial attorney and win cases for my clients. The Simon Law Group has start-

ed the process of this dream coming true." 

  

For Brandon Simon, the law firm is not only a true family affair, but a dream come true. 

  

“The biggest reason that I am excited about ‘re-joining’ the Simon Law Group full-time in August is that I get 

to once again return working with my two best friends - my brothers, Robert and Brad. The Simon Law Group 

was formed in the Fall of 2009 and was a dream that my brothers and I shared since we were young - to work 

together and form a successful business that gives back to the community - all of which have come to fruition.  

  

“It started with my brother Robert and I sharing a one room office in a West Los Angeles skyscraper and it 

quickly grew into a major civil litigation firm in Los Angeles operating out of two buildings with about a dozen 

employees. The firm has grown exponentially since I left to study law and I'm very much looking forward to 

returning to the firm and experiencing the changes that have been made over the past three years. 

  

“Secondly, I'm looking forward to interacting and building relationships with the many clients - of both past 

and present - that The Simon Law Group represents. There are many clients that we have assisted over the 

years that have become close friends of the firm and I very much look forward to helping them as an attorney 

and not just a law clerk. 

  

“Lastly, I'm looking forward to growing as an attorney and forming a trial team with my close friend Sevy. We 

are being given a tremendous opportunity and freedom that we would not be given at many other firms. I 

couldn't think of another person that I would want to share this journey alongside.”  

  

Both Fisher and Simon feel that their TJSL experience prepared them for this opportunity. 

  

“The best thing TJSL did was telling me to get out and network and meet the great people in the profession,” 

Fisher said. “I already considered myself to be a very social person, so this came easy for me. I developed a 

friendship with Brandon, we became golfing buddies, and now we are looking forward to becoming a successful 

trial team (while golfing on the weekends). TJSL gave me the opportunity to meet a lot of great people and 

establish a professional/family network that will follow me for a lifetime.”    

  

“TJSL, much like any law school experience, taught me to be humble and to work hard for success and not to 

strive for mediocrity,” said Simon.  “It taught me the importance of building relationships with my classmates 

and to view them as future colleagues in the field and not just fellow students.”  

L to R: Sevy Fisher '13 and Brandon Simon '13  
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Sam Kossack one of Four TJSL Summer  

Interns at Qualcomm  

 
Sam Kossack (2L) is one of four TJSL students 

who are interning at San-Diego based wireless 
technology giant Qualcomm this summer. 

  
“I'll be working in varying capacities with the 

Qualcomm Legal Department,” said Kossack.  
“The main project I'm working on right now is 
assisting in auditing various licensing agreements 

Qualcomm has with other companies. More  
specifically, I'm working to determine the various 

guidelines Qualcomm must abide by as it per-
tains to the agreements. Although I'm only in my 

first week of the internship, I'm already enjoying it immensely! The Legal Department at Qualcomm 

is extremely supportive of the interns and it's just an overall great environment to be in!”   
  

Other TJSL students who are interning at Qualcomm include James Harris, Brent Betteswoth, and 

Ricardo Elorza. 

 

 

All Thomas Jefferson School of Law Students, Staff and Faculty are eligible for a substantially  
discounted account on BarEssays.com for the upcoming July 2013 California Bar Examination,  

courtesy of an arrangement between the Department of Academic Success and Bar Preparation  
and BarEssays.com.   
 

BarEssays.com may be a valuable supplement for the essay portion of the California Bar Exam, as it 
is a source of graded essays from past California Bar Examinations, covering all tested subjects and 

the performance exams, including high and low scoring examples to more than 100 past California 
Bar Exam essay questions.  The TJSL discount will reduce the cost of a standard account on  
BarEssays.com to $69.   

  
For more information and to obtain your discounted account, go to www.BarEssays.com and enter 

coupon code "TJSL"  Note: For the coupon code to activate, you must register for an account using 

your valid tjsl.edu e-mail address.   

 

For additional information, contact Assistant Dean of Academic Success and Bar Prepara-

tion Leah Christensen at lchristensen@tjsl.edu 

http://www.baressays.com/
http://www.BarEssays.com
mailto:lchristensen@tjsl.edu
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Brett Bettesworth 3L One of Four TJSL  

Students Interning at Qualcomm  
 

Brett Bettesworth (3L) is one of four TJSL  

students who are interning this summer at 
Qualcomm, the wireless technology giant 

based in San Diego. 
  
“This summer I will be working with Qual-

comm's e-discovery team, responding to  
discovery requests and dealing with various 

types of litigation,” said Bettesworth. “ In  
addition to that, I'll be focusing heavily on  
revising some of the purchase agreements 

and contracts for Qualcomm's customers.  
From what I understand, it's really going to be a good mix of both transactional and litigation 

practice.”  
  
How did Bettesworth land a coveted internship like this one? 

  
“To be honest, the way I landed this internship was networking,” Bettesworth said. “I am  

sure there were dozens of individuals that were just as qualified if not more so than I for the 
position.  When TJSL hosted the ACC In-House Counsel Day last Fall, I went out of my way  

to meet the keynote speaker, a big name at Qualcomm.  I have always had a passion for  
mobile communications and am a bit of a techie nerd.  From my time in college selling cell 
phones at AT&T to my internship with innovation and tech trade-organization CONNECT in  

La Jolla, I've always been fascinated with the latest technology that impacts our lives.” 
  

Bettesworth says his experience and his TJSL classes prepared him for the Qualcomm  
internship. 
  

“In addition to my internships at CONNECT and working for the House Judiciary Committee  
and the subcommittee on Intellectual Property in D.C., Professor Templin here at TJSL really  

instilled in me a love for contract law,” Bettesworth added. “ His class made contracts fun and  
I can't wait to see how what I learned in his class plays out on a large scale at Qualcomm. Being 
in the joint MBA program at SDSU has really set me up for this opportunity as well, as I've been 

told the biggest part of corporate practice is knowing the business - you can't know the law 
without knowing the ins and outs of the business.  This really is my dream job and I feel very 

blessed to have a chance to be at Qualcomm this summer.”          
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Richard Younger ’13 Writes Article on His Journey from  

1L to 3L  

 
Recent TJSL graduate Richard Younger Jr. ’13 has written an engag-

ing feature story for the July issue of North County Law magazine. 
  

It’s a personal and humorous account of his journey from 1L to 3L 
at TJSL 

  
“I live in North County and would like to practice in North County so 
I wrote the article as a way to introduce myself to the legal commu-

nity and the members of the North County Bar Association,” said 
Younger. 

  
It's a great experience for Younger see his article in print. 
  

“I was excited to see that the article was published and that it 
would be read by members of the local legal community,” said 

Younger.  “It made me feel like a part of the community.” 
  

Right now Young is studying for the July California Bar Exam, and post-bar his areas of interest are: 

Employment and Labor, Professional Liability, and Commercial Litigation. 

Alexander Leigh '13 Lands Job with Pro Athletes 

Worker’s Comp Firm  
 

May 2013 TJSL graduate Alexander Leigh is  

going to be working for the Cohen Law Firm as 
an associate. The firm represents both retired 

and active professional athletes in their workers' 
compensation claims. They are panel counsel for 
the NFL Players' Association and the MLB Players' 

Association and represent athletes in all profes-
sional sports including the four major sporting 

leagues, the minor leagues, WNBA, National  
Lacrosse League - any sport where a player is 
employed professionally. 

  
The Cohen Law Firm is also representing roughly 1,000 retired NFL players in the mass tort action 

against the NFL for misrepresentation and concealment of concussion information. 
  
“I have been clerking for them for the past two years (after 1L Summer)," said Leigh. “One of  

my bosses is a TJSL Alum (Roy La Francis ‘94.)   My TJSL experience helped me prepare for this  
opportunity by providing me with an effective legal skill set allowing me to complete legal tasks  

assigned to me, and that hard work is the key to success.” 
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Associate Dean Byrnes Selected to the Fulbright  

Specialist Roster  

 

The J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board (FFSB), 

the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Education and 
Cultural Affairs (ECA) and the Council for International  

Exchange of Scholars (CIES), has selected Thomas Jeffer-
son School of Law Associate Dean William Byrnes for the 
Fulbright Specialist Roster for the five year term of 2013-

2018 for the areas of comparative law and for taxation.  
  

"I am honored that the Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board and the State Department Bureau  
of Education and Cultural Affairs found my record of publication and teaching and impact on  

international education strong enough to select me from its applicant pool,” said Dean Byrnes.  
"I really owe it to the academic recommendations provided Fulbright by Professor Richard  
Winchester, Dean Rudy Hasl, my former Dean, John Makdisi, and my South African supervisor, 

Professor Alwyn DeKoker. These recommendations play a significant role for the Review Commit-
tee in its decision making process." 

  
"I think that my selection for this five year term, and Professor Winchester's selection two years 
past as a Fulbright Scholar to Tunisia, provides testament that our national peers perceive TJSL  

as an institution of high quality. I knew that I would be competing with candidates from large  
universities, but felt that it was worth the effort because of my particular impact on distance  

education the past 18 years and my international comparative background. 
  
"Professor Winchester was the catalyst alerting me to the Fulbright opportunity.  The rigorous  

Fulbright competitive process requires several levels of vetting of candidates' academic publishing 
record, teaching experiences, and impact on international education.  To make it through the first 

round, a candidate must receive positive recommendations from the Fulbright Specialist Review 
Committee.  The second round includes the Committee determining by consensus who are best 
qualified to be Fulbright Specialists.  The Fulbright Specialist Program Council then vets the  

Committee's names against exclusion lists for government funds and exchanges.  Finally, the 
names are forwarded to the Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board for the final selection process  

for its specialist list. 
  
"My goal for this opportunity is to spend time this coming academic year fleshing out some ideas 

regarding contextual comparative law learning that includes a social linguistic component that 
Professor Tiefenbrun will find familiar from her work, such as on Semiotics.  I don't know where 

this line of thought will lead, but at least it's a distraction from deciphering tax regulations." 
  
Congratulations to Dean Byrnes from everyone at TJSL! 

  
More on Dean Byrnes: William Byrnes is the Associate Dean for Graduate & Distance Education 

Programs. He pioneered online legal education in 1995, thereafter creating the first online LL.M. 
offered by an ABA accredited law school. He is a key founding member of the Work Group for  
Distance Education in Legal Education that in 2013 published “Distance Learning in Legal Educa-

tion: A Summary of Delivery Models, Regulatory Issues and Recommended Practices”. He has  
lectured courses in more than 30 countries. 

  
Dean Byrnes has achieved authoritative prominence with 24 books, 73 book supplements, 22 

book chapters, approximately 1,000 published articles, and 2 paid-subscription newsletters  
(e.g. Tax Facts Intelligence). His publishers include Lexis-Nexis, Wolters Kluwer, Thomson-
Reuters, and National Underwriters. He is admitted to the National Press Club for the tax & insur-

ance industry beat. 
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TJSL Hosts Admitted Students at Campus Event 

 

TJSL hosted a group of admitted students the 
weekend of June 21 to give them a chance to get 

familiar with the law school. Many have decided  
to enroll, some are still undecided. 

  
There were tours and a Q&A session on Friday the 

21st as well as a morning-afternoon program on 
Saturday the 22nd. The students got to meet and 
hear from faculty, staff members, current students 

and alumni. 
  

Taelor Cole (1L) led one of the tours on Friday with 
a group of students who were impressed the TJSL’s 
modern and innovative campus. 

  
“I love this building – it’s amazing,” said Diana 

Hernandez, a Florida International University  
graduate who is “pretty sure” she will attend TJSL.  
“I really, really like it.” 

  
Irma Anderson, who is definitely coming to TJSL,  

is a nurse by profession, but has dreamed of  
becoming a lawyer since she was 16. 
  

“It’s been a long time coming, and there have been 
lots of turns,” she says, “but it feels really great to 

be here at TJSL.” 
  
Liam Hoyt majored in political science at the  

University of Utah and he is very interested in 
TJSL’s sports law and entertainment law programs. 

  
“This is my first time here,” Hoyt said. “And the 
school seems really innovative.” 

  
Sacha Tatum majored in Poly-Sci at California  

Baptist University in Riverside and will be part  
of TJSL’s Intellectual Property Fellowship. 
  

“I love the San Diego area, the building is beautiful 
and the staff is very helpful,” she said. 

  
In addition to a luncheon in TJSL’s beautiful 8th 

Floor Conference Room, the admitted students  
participated in an Academic Support exercise  
to give them a good idea of the types of support 

services that are available to students to help  
them succeed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taelor Cole (1L) 

Center: Diana Hernandez  

Right: Irma Anderson Left: Liam Hoyt  

Sacha Tatum & Sister Ashley  Admitted Students Touring TJSL  
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Citations Added June 16 - June 24 
 
 

 

Marjorie Cohn 
Radio: 

My book, 'Cowboy Republic: Six Ways the Bush Gang Has Defied the Law', rttv (RussianTV), Russia and  

Internet 

Radio: 

Repression of lawyers in Turkey, Bradley Manning's court-martial, Sounds of Dissent, WZBC, Boston 

Radio: 

Edward Snowden and surveillance, This is Hell, WNUR, Chicago 

Radio: 

Edward Snowden and Bradley Manning, The Michael Slate Show, KPFK (Pacifica), Los Angeles 

Radio: 

James Snowden's revelations about surveillance, Online News, RT America (TV), Russia and international 

Radio: 

Edward Snowden, Whistleblower; Bradley Manning court-martial; Obama's policies on drones and Guantana-

mo, TalkBack!, WABI, New York 
 

 

William H. Byrnes, IV 
Books: 

LEXIS GUIDE TO FATCA COMPLIANCE (with Dr. Robert J. Munro) (2d ed. LexisNexis Matthew Bender, forthcoming 

2013) 

Books: 

INTERNATIONAL WITHHOLDING TAX TREATY GUIDE (with Dr. Robert J. Munro) (2d ed. LexisNexis Matthew Bender, 

forthcoming 2013) 

Books: 

PRACTICAL GUIDE TO U.S. TRANSFER PRICING (3d ed. LexisNexis Matthew Bender, forthcoming 2013) 

Books: 

2014 TAX FACTS ON INDIVIDUALS AND SMALL BUSINESS (with Robert Bloink) (Summit Business Media / National 

Underwriter Co. 2013) 

Books: 

2014 TAX FACTS ON INVESTMENTS (with Robert Bloink) (Summit Business Media / National Underwriter Co., 

forthcoming 2013) 

Books: 

2014 TAX FACTS ON INSURANCE & EMPLOYEE BENEFITS (with Robert Bloink) (Summit Business Media / National  

Underwriter Co., forthcoming 2013) 

Chapter in a Book: 

Taxation on Nonlife Insurance Companies , in MERTENS LAW OF FED INCOME TAX 1 (with Jason Fiske and Hale 

Stewart) (Thomson West 2013) 

Presentations: 

Presenter, FATCA Implications for Latin American Clientele of Swiss Banks, LACTAM – Swiss Chamber of  

Commerce , LACTAM – Swiss Chamber of Commerce, Zurich (April 16, 2013) 

Presentations: 

Presenter, FATCA Compliance for San Diego Financial Institutions, San Diego County Bar Association, Bar  

Association, San Diego (April 10, 2013) 

Presentations: 

Presenter, Outcomes, Measures and Assessment in International Legal Exchanges, Section on International 

Legal Exchange, AALS Congress, New Orleans (January 7, 2013) 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
 
 

30 July 1 2 3 4 
 
Library will be 
open from  
7 a.m. - 6 p.m.  
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