
  

 

 

Thomas Jefferson School of Law Dean Thomas Guernsey has announced the  
appointment of Professor Linda Keller as Associate Dean for Academic Affairs. 

  
Here is his announcement: 
  
“I am pleased to announce that Linda Keller has agreed to accept the position of 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs. Please join me in congratulating her. As most 
of you know, Professor Keller joined the TJSL faculty in the fall of 2003. After grad-
uating from law school, where she was notes editor for the Yale Law Journal, she 
served as a clerk and supervisor in the Legal Research Office of the Connecticut  
Judicial Department. She then taught international human rights law and legal 
writing for four years at the University of Miami School of Law, where she also 
served as Fellow of the Center for the Study of Human Rights. 
  
“I want to thank the faculty and staff, and especially the screening committee, for the way that the search was 
conducted so expeditiously. The process involved an incredible amount of work in a very short period of time. 
There was a wonderful group of candidates, all of whom would have made good deans. The process really has 
reinforced my impression that we have a great faculty here at Thomas Jefferson School of Law. 
  
“Dean Keller will assume her responsibilities immediately. I know everyone will do their most to make her  
transition as smooth as possible.” 
 
“I am honored to serve as Associate Dean for Academic Affairs," said Dean Keller.  "I look forward to working 
with Dean Guernsey and the entire TJSL community as we address the challenges facing law schools with  
continued innovation and creativity.” 
  
Congratulations Dean Keller from everyone in the TJSL family! 

Linda Keller Appointed Associate Dean for Academic Affairs  

 July 8, 2013 

 

http://www.tjsl.edu/directory/linda-m-keller
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TJSL Professor Integral in Getting Important Bill Passed 
 
On Monday, June 24, 2013 Lobbyist Larry Doyle, who is working with 
TJSL’s Director of the Solo Practice Concentration and the Incubator  
Program Professor Lilys McCoy and the Conference of California Bar  
Associations (“CCBA”) presented the group with some welcome news. “I 
am very pleased to inform you that Governor Brown today signed into law 
AB 1183 (Jones), containing your CCBA Resolutions 02-06/08/09-201. 
The bill is now Chapter 18, Statutes of 2013, and will take effect 1/1/2014. 
This is the first of what hopefully will be several CCBA-sponsored bills 
signed into law this year. Congratulations on being the groundbreaker!” 
 
Professor McCoy is the former CCBA Chair and is proud that AB 1183 was 
her original idea. She says her involvement was to write up the idea and 
present it to the delegates at the 2012 Conference of Delegates in order to 
win their support. 

 
The bill, now Chapter 18 of the Statutes of 2013, will take effect January 1, 2014. It is based on CCBA 
Resolutions 02-06-2011, 02-08-2011, and 02-09-2011, by former CCBA Chair Lilys McCoy of the San  
Diego County Bar Association delegation. The measure passed both houses of the Legislature without 
opposition or ‘No’ votes. 

 
“The CCBA worked on this bill less than a year in terms of working with the legislature, but the process 
started in Winter 2012 when I drafted the resolution and began working to obtain the support of the 
delegations to the CCBA,” said Professor McCoy. 

 
Professor McCoy explains that one of the CCBA lobbyist worked with Assemblymember Brian Jones  
to help get this bill passed.  

 

According to the CCBA website AB 1183, by Assemblymember Brian Jones of Santee, specifies in statute 
that the clock does not begin to run on the deadline for filing motions to compel further response to  
discovery requests until verified responses to the requests are received. This simple clarification in the 
law will help decrease litigation games-playing and abuse of the discovery process, to the benefit of 
practitioners, clients and the courts. 

 

“I am pleased to be a part of this great organization that takes California legislative proposals from  
concept to law,” said Professor McCoy. “This really is a great group.”  
 
The Conference of California Bar Associations is a group of attorneys from local, specialty, and minority 
bar associations across the state, who are focused on improving California’s laws. 

 

“The group is great fun and actually changes the law for the better,” said Professor McCoy. “It’s been a 
professional passion of mine for 20 years and I would love to see more people involved.” 

 

For anyone who is a member of the State Bar of California and interested to learn more about Confer-
ence of California Bar Associations please visit http://calconference.org/html/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://calconference.org/html/
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TJSL Alumna and USMC Attorney  
Participates in Rifle Training  
 
She closed one eye, took aim and squeezed the 
trigger. In one powerful instant, Hallie Balkin ’10 
knew how it feels when a Marine fires an M4  
carbine. 
  
Balkin ’10 has been working for the U.S. Marine 
Corps for the past several months as Assistant 
Counsel with the United States Marine Corps  
System Command (MCSC) in the Washington, 
D.C. area. 
  
Recently, she got to handle and fire an M4  
rifle - one of the most important tools of the trade for Marines in combat. 
 
Balkin and several colleagues were at the Marine Corps Base in Quantico, Virginia, participating in a rare 
type of training exercise for civilian Marine Corps employees. The idea was to give them a taste of what 
combat is like for Marines. 
 
“Being able to participate in a simulated force environment allowed me to better understand what  
our Marines endure in combat situations,” Balkin says. “As an attorney for the U.S. Marine Corps,  
experiencing  a mere glimpse  of combat situations many Marines face on a regular basis when   
deployed further bolstered why it is imperative to procure the safest equipment to keep our Marines  
out of harm's way.” 
  
Balkin says that when the training was over she could definitely feel the effects of firing the sophisticat-
ed carbine. 
  
“I held the M4 rifle steady for four ten-minute periods,” she says. “I was particularly amazed at how  
sore my arms were for several days after!” 
  
Balkin’s husband, Alexander Balkin ’11 is also a TJSL alum and was recently hired at the Nuclear  
Regulatory Commission (NRC) in Washington, D.C., as a Program Analyst in the Division of Planning  
and Budget, Internal Control and Planning Team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hallie Balkin '10 (on right) Fires an M4 Carbine  
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Associate Dean William Byrnes’ New Book for  
LexisNexis is on FATCA Compliance  
 
Associate Dean William Byrnes’ newest book  
titled “LexisNexis Guide to FATCA Compliance” was 
published as an electronic book the week of June 24.  
This Lexis book is being purchased internationally, 
with hard copy orders already delivered in Asia,  
Europe, North America, and the Caribbean. FATCA  
is the Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act. 
  
Professor Byrnes said, “I am deeply grateful to my 
subscriber base that it has so well received this new title, my fifth, in my Lexis library.  I think that Lexis’ 
enthusiasm is shown by the fact that it just contracted me this past week to become the author for a 
sixth title (on transfer pricing) that I will begin working on next week.” 
  
“I built the international tax & financial services program with a mission of teaching professionals how 
to become excellent professional communicators of this robust and complex area of law, because this is 
what my mentors bestowed upon me – the original industry authors such as Walter Diamond, Jacobus 
(“Joop”) van Hoorn, Marshall Langer and Barry Spitz. 
  
“Thus, I designed this FATCA Compliance Manual with the help of Thomas Jefferson School of Law  
alumni, such as Jason Fiske '08, and several other LLM alumni, and via numerous interviews and  
meetings with government and central bank officials, NGO (non-government organizations) staff,  
large financial institution compliance officers, investment fund compliance officers, and trust company 
counsel.  
  
“It is amazing how many contributing experts that I can leverage with modern communications technol-
ogy, and organize discussions and editing among multiple persons using online platforms.” 
  
“About this book, very simply, the FATCA regulations require foreign financial enterprises to report  
financial information about U.S. taxpayers to the IRS.  Moreover, U.S. financial institutions must begin 
reporting similar financial information on foreign taxpayers to the IRS that the IRS will automatically 
forward to the respective foreign government.  Noncompliance leads to a 30% withholding on all  
payments made to the non-compliant institution, which will drive such institution out of the US market 
rather quickly. 
  
“FATCA became effective on January 1, 2013, albeit withholding begins only January 1, 2014.  Though 
FATCA was enacted 3 years ago, there is substantial industry concern that many impacted compliance 
departments currently do not have access to sufficient, detailed information regarding which sources  
of the enterprises income are foreign and which are based in the U.S. and which of their customers  
are U.S. (taxable) persons (e.g. dual U.S. nationals, substantially presence U.S. tax residents).Financial 
institutions must look through foreign corporations and foreign trusts to determine if the owners are 
U.S.  taxpayers, and if so, in many circumstances report the persons to the US Treasury, under these new 
FATCA regulations." 
 
“The Manual comprises 25 Chapters grouped in three parts: compliance program (Chapters 1-4),  
analysis of FATCA regulations (Chapters 5 – 13) and analysis of FATCA’s application for certain trading 
partners of the U.S., including intergovernmental agreements (Chapters 14 – 25).” 
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TJSL’s Saipan Connection  
 
The Pacific island of Saipan an unincorporated terri-
tory of the U.S.in the Northern Marianas Islands has 
become a career stop and destination for many TJSL 
alumni, who are finding opportunities there. 
  
Presiding Judge Robert C. Naraja of the Superior 
Court for the Northern Mariana Islands has selected 
David Ellis, a May 2013 TJSL graduate, as his next  
judicial law clerk.  Ellis will start in August, after  
taking the Florida bar exam.  

  
During law school Ellis worked hard to develop his research and writing skills through internships  
with the California Attorney General’s Office, the San Diego Superior Court, and two small local litigation 
firms. 
 
"I would like to thank everyone in Career Services for all their help, and I am really looking forward to 
this great experience!," said Ellis.  "I have been informed that this position will include, not only working 
closely with the judiciary, researching and drafting orders and memos, but also working with students 
in the local school system and other such involvement in the community." 
  
"Thomas Jefferson School of Law helped to build the foundation of my legal knowledge and guided my 
education and understand of complex legal issues and offered support every step of the way, without 
which I would not be prepared for this undertaking," Ellis added. 
  
“As some of you may know, we have had a strong track record of alumni landing clerkships with the 
judges in Saipan,” said Beverly Bracker, TJSL’s Assistant Dean for Career Services.  “We continue to be 
very grateful to Professor Marybeth Herald for helping us establish and build our contacts there.  Chari-
ty Hodson ’12, Cindy Nesbit ’07 and Sean Smith ’11 are all currently clerking with judges in Saipan. 
  
“Occasionally I am asked about the longer term career impact of clerkships in a remote location like this, 
so I thought this would be a good time to review where some of the Saipan alumni clerks over the past 
ten years are now working.” 
  
 Kelley Butcher ’03:  Stayed in Saipan, first working as an Assistant Public Defender, then as an asso-

ciate at a small firm, and most recently she works as legal counsel for the CNMI Public School System. 
• Jordan Davis ’09:  Completed a second clerkship with a state court judge in Nevada, and now is an  
associate at Lionel Sawyer & Collins in Reno, NV. 
• Jennifer Dockter ’08:  Stayed in Saipan, working for the Attorney General’s Office, then with the Su-
preme Court of Saipan as General Counsel and Clerk of Court, and currently in private practice there. 
• William “Sonny” Downer ’05:  Stayed in Saipan working for the Attorney General’s Office through 
2010, and is now a Deputy Attorney General with the California Department of Justice in Sacramento. 
• Erik Fox ’03:  Completed a second clerkship with a state court judge in Nevada, and now is a partner at 
Marquis Aurbach Coffing in Las Vegas, NV. 
• Deborah Gerads ’03:  Worked for the government, I think it may have been the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, in Washington DC for a number of years.  She is now with the Department of Homeland Security in 
Texas.  
• Pejman Kharrazian ’11:  Now an associate at Epsten Grinnell & Howell in San Diego. 
• Peter Prestley ’08:  Stayed in Saipan where he is an Assistant Attorney General. 
• Michael Wilt ’09:  Also stayed in Saipan where he is an Assistant Attorney General. 

 

 



6 

 
Page 6 The Advisor  

A Message from Nice, France from Director of the Nice Study Abroad Program Professor Susan Tiefenbrun  
 
Dear Students, Faculty, and Staff, 
 
This is the end of the second week of the Nice Study Abroad Program in International Law. It is hard to believe that  
it is more than half over. We have 44 American students from 7 different law schools, 21 students from the University 
of Nice Law School, most of whom are French but some from Poland, Holland, Italy, and Morocco. The American  
students are integrating fully inside and outside the classroom with the students from Europe and North Africa!  
Last Friday we all went to the French court and observed a trial involving tax evasion, which was particularly inter-
esting to us because Professor Richard Winchester, who is a specialist in international tax law, was able to give us  
insights into the intricacies of the French tax law system. We marveled at the lawyers and judges in robes, the articu-
late defense by the defendant's lawyer, a university of Nice tax law professor, and the theatrical nature of the trial.  
On Monday we had a fun French class taught by Professor Susan Tiefenbrun, who stressed the importance of good 
French pronunciation...form over substance...and the art of sounding oh so French! On Tuesday we had a fascinating 
presentation  by our distinguished guest lecturer from Shanghai, Dr. Chen Ke, who spoke to us about the legal com-
plexities of a Chinese nuclear power plant financing project that his international law firm in China has been working 
on for years! Dr. Chen Ke is a great supporter of our China Study Abroad Program, and it was wonderful to see him 
here in Nice. He speaks fluent Chinese, English, German, and some French as well. On Wednesday we all visited the 
Nice Bar Association and enjoyed a royal welcome by Madame Marie-Christine Mouchon. She is the President of the 
Nice Bar Association. She  spoke to us about what the Bar Association does, how a foreigner can practice law in 
France, and what type of disciplinary actions the Nice Bar Association handles. She is the second woman President  
of the Nice Bar Association since its inception hundreds of years ago! We all ate lovely French cookies and pastries 
(macarons), drank juice or coffee, and heard from the Chief Justice of the High Court of Amiens, Francoise Alienot-
Thienot, who helped me organize this important visit to the office of the "batonnier" (President of the Nice French 
Bar Association). On Saturday former Dean Rudy Hasl arrived in Nice. On Sunday Professor Randy Grossman, Justice 
Richard Goldstone, our one and only Lisa Ferreira, and Professor Barry Sullivan from the American Bar Association 
all arrived en masse in Nice! On Monday we heard a mesmerizing talk by Professor Randy Grossman about how to 
become a sports agent and the differences between being a sports agent in the US and in Europe. He also taught for 
the day in Professor Alex Kreit's class on International and Comparative Drug Control Laws, talking about drugs and 
sports. Justice Richard Goldstone taught in Professor Susan Tiefenbrun's International Human Rights class, focusing 
on the politics of international justice. His presentation was inspiring and very informative. Justice Goldstone was  
appointed by Nelson Mandela to be the first Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugo-
slavia as well as the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda. In the Nice Program in the recent past we have host-
ed Ted Meron, now President of the Appellate Division of these two tribunals, Louise Arbour, the second Prosecutor 
of these two tribunals, and Professor David Scheffer, the then U.S. Ambassador who signed the International Criminal 
Court Rome Statute, which was later "unsigned" during the Bush Administration. This week we will hear a lecture by 
Judge Jean-Louis Bruguiere, the famous French Prosecutor who sentenced Carlos the Jackal to prison and who con-
sults with President Obama on anti-terrorism tactics. The afternoons in Nice are filled with fun, sun, swimming at the 
beach, walking in Old Nice, eating great French food, and making lots of new friends. Students in the Program travel 
to places far and near like London, Rome, Barcelona, Pamplona for the running of the bulls, Prague, Paris, Madrid. 
Others, like me,  prefer to stay in Nice and take long walks by the seaside, visit the Fondation Maeght Museum in St. 
Paul de Vence, or visit the markets in the old port of  Antibes where Jackie and Aristotle Onassis kept their yachts.  
Antibes is amazing.  
 
So tune in for more next week. Nice is very, very nice! 
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Citations Added June 30 - July 8 
 
 
 
Marjorie Cohn 
Radio: 
Edward Snowden's prospects for asylum, George Davis Live, Nationwide Radio, Jamaica 
 
Radio: 
Edward Snowden: Asylum vs. Extradition, SyndicatedNews.net, https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=YjKpJo2n1P0.  
 
Radio: 
Edward Snowden: Asylum vs. Extradition, Flashpoints, KPFA, Berkeley 

Radio: 
Edward Snowden: Asylum vs. Extradition, Informativo Pacifica, KPFK, Los Angeles 

Radio: 
Edward Snowden: Asylum vs. Extradition, Evening News, WBAI (Pacifica), New York 
 

Shorter Works: 
Affirmative Action Counteracts Centuries of Racism, A.B.A. J. Lab. & Emp. L., June 28, 2013, at B7. 
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The deadline for ILSA Quarterly Student Editorial Board Applications 

is July 10, 2013. 

  

  

ILSA student members may apply to serve on the ILSA Quarterly Student Editorial 
Board.  The Student Editorial Board members edit articles, write columns, and site-check 
submissions, and are required to dedicate at least three hours per week to these tasks.  
 
The ILSA Quarterly is an academic magazine that features articles written by students, 
scholars and practitioners concerning timely issues of international law and related  
topics, as well as information on ILSA projects, study abroad programs, LL.M. programs 
and career opportunities in the field of international law.  

  

Applications are now being accepted for the 2013-2014 ILSA Quarterly Student Editorial 
Board, and the application form is attached to this email.   
 
The deadline for submitting applications is July 10, 2013.  
 
All applicants are required to submit the application form, a cover letter and a short  
writing sample. Completed applications and writing samples can be sent via email to   
quarterly@ilsa.org.  Please pass along this announcement to all ILSA Chapter members  
at your school. 

  

Questions about the Editorial Board may be directed to quarterly@ilsa.org. 

  

  

mailto:quarterly@ilsa.org
mailto:quarterly@ilsa.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

7 
 
 

8 
 
1889 The Wall 

Street Journal is 

first published   

9 10 11 
 
1955 President 

Eisenhower 

signed a bill  

requiring use of 

the inscription  

'In God We 

Trust' on all  

paper money.   

12 

 

 

13 
 
 

 

1985 The Live 

Aid Concert was 

a series of rock 

concerts held to 

raise money for 

famine relief in 

Ethiopia around 

the world in cites 

including London, 

Philadelphia, Syd-

ney and Moscow.   

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
 
1969 The Apollo 

11 astronauts 

made history 

when the first 

man is landed on 

the moon by the 

United States and 

Neil Armstrong 

and Edwin 'Buzz' 

Aldrin became 

the first humans 

to set foot on the 

Moon  

21 22 23 24 

 

 

25 
 
1978 Lesley Brown 

gave birth to the 

world's first test 

tube baby ( in-vitro 

fertilization )  

26 27 
 
1974 The House 

of Representa-

tives charges 

President Richard 

M. Nixon with 

the first of three 

articles of im-

peachment for 

obstruction of 

justice  


