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TJSL Student-Business Mixer a Huge Success

“This is phenomenal - so well put together,” said Justin Hall 1L at the business mixer
held Friday evening February 1 at TJSL. “A lot of hard work and dedication was put
into this and it is so beneficial for the students.”

The event was designed to give the more than 80 law students who attended an
opportunity to network with the owners of more than 30

downtown businesses and forge relationships. But it turned out to be much more than

that and included a visit from San Diego Mayor Bob Filner.

The highly successful mixer was also a celebration of the involvement the law
students already have with so many of the businesses surrounding the law school
and, just as important, a chance for those businesses to support the students.

| Mayor Bob Filner

“I want to get more involved with the community and, in turn, foster the students - be
a mentor,” said Scott Lutwak, who owns FIT Athletic and Brooklyn Bagels, both heavily patronized buy
TJSL students.

“These students are a great source of business for me,” said Mark James, owner of 7th Avenue Cleaners. “I love the
students - they are the heart of this community,” he added commenting on why he came to support them.

“These are very important relationships for law students to have,” Amy Buchanan 2L said. “Not just to support
their businesses as customers, but to be possible attorneys for them after law school.”

That was the very purpose of the event - to show the businesses owners that TJSL students can be valuable to them
as attorneys and even employees because of the skills their law degrees provide.

“I' love talking about the alternatives and options you have with a |D degree,” said
Brittany Harvey, a law school graduate herself, and the Director of Student Facilitation
and Mediation at Bridgepoint Education. “A JD allows you to work in a diverse set of
industries with a skill set a lot of people don’t have.”

It was also a night to be inspired, as special guest Stampp Corbin addressed those
who attended with a very powerful message about “thinking beyond the horizon

and not setting limits for yourself.” The entrepreneur told the audience, “Where ever

St Corbi
ampp orbm your horizon lies - think beyond it. Break through the limits you set for yourself.”




TJSL Student-Business Mixer a Huge Success continued...

“Corbin, who once worked on the presidential campaign of then-candidate Barack Obama, thinks the president is
an apt role model for his audience. “Mr. Obama was once a young law student just like you - and he was thinking
beyond the horizon and not setting limits on himself.”

“Corbin was inspirational,” said Samantha Morales 2L. “He inspired us to be creative with our law degree.”

“It was really inspiring,” said Stuart Melman 2L. “I want to own my own business someday and his talk reenergized

»

me.

“It’s nice to see so many of the businesses we support come to support us,” said Dan Schmeichel 2L.
“This is fabulous! This is a great turnout!,” said Jared Clark 2L, one of the event’s four

organizers. “This opens the lines of communication between the law students and

business. We’re all neighbors.”

“Ever since we moved to the East Village, we have tried to be good neighbors and good
citizens,” TJSL Dean Rudy Hasl told the group. “And by being here, you all recognize the

importance of networking and building relationships.” Jared Clark

Though he wasn’t at the event in person due to a brief hospitalization, Lance Henry 3L’s presence and spirit were
strongly felt at the event that was his brainchild.

“The event is all I've been focusing on for the past several months,” said Henry, who got out of the hospital the

next morning. “It’s like not being there for the birth of your child - it's devastating. But I feel great how successful

it was.”

The other organizers, in addition to Henry and Clark, included Ryan Davis and Rexy Rolle, both 2Ls.

“I met my boss at an event like this,” said Bret Goda ‘11, one of four panelists who met with the students and
alumni who attended. Now, Goda is a financial advisor at AXA and manages assets
for the many attorneys he has as clients.

Goda was one of many TJSL alumni who were at the event.

“It's exciting to see so many alumni working here locally,” said Kelly Hayes 3L.
“And it’s such a great idea to have these local businesses get acquainted with

Bret Goda TJSL students.

“These students will be the vitality of the neighborhood,” said Mark James.

“Now that I'm graduating, it's great to meet with the owners and find out how they view law students,” said Molly
Fashola 3L. “We bring a fresh set of eyes and a new perspective. We are the new generation.”

And according to Lance Henry, it’s a new generation that brings a lot to the table.

“The main reason for this whole event was to bring the business and the legal
community together,” Henry said. “There are economic problems, but together
we can solve any economic problem. We have all these resources

between us and we can solve these problems together.”
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Father and Daughter Reunited by TJSL Alumna

It was a good day on July 12, 2012 when Alexis Scott ‘07 with the San Diego
based firm Solare & Scott was able to tell her client Josh Smith that his
daughter Kailey was coming home for good.

"I am a father and I could not have gotten my daughter back in my arms
without the tremendous work done by Alexis Scott,” said Smith. “I now have
my five-year-old daughter back in my life AND with full custody after her
mom abducted her and fled the state in 2009.”

“For me, knowing that my client's child was now going to be with a parent
that could provide a stable, safe and loving home made me incredibly
happy,” Scott said.

Josh Smith with his daughter
Kailey

Scott got involved in this child custody case in early 2012 that resulted in Smith being reunited with his
daughter two years after the child’s mother took Kailey from San Diego and fled to Washington State.

“So often in child custody situations we deal with mothers and fathers who want to shirk their responsibil-
ities as a parent,” said Scott. “My client wanted nothing more

than to be a good father to his daughter. Being able to be a

part of changing their lives for the better will always be one of

my greatest achievements.”

According to Scott the birth mother, who was not married to
Smith, took their daughter Kailey, even though Smith’s client
had been awarded 100 percent custody.

“I'had her personally served and then filed for a contempt
proceeding to hold her in contempt for violating the orders,”
Scott said. “Since contempt motions are quasi-criminal the
process took a while.”

Alexis Scott ‘07

After not showing up for the arraignment and contempt hearing, the mother was found to be in contempt
and a warrant was issued. “Once we had the warrant and court order from the court, my client was able
to go to Washington and have the authorities enforce the order and my client got his child back almost
immediately,” Scott explains.

“An outcome like this makes all the other frustrating cases worth it. His daughter is doing extremely well
and clearly missed her father.”

“I wasted precious time and money with the wrong lawyer for over a year,” said Smith. When I hired Alexis
and Tony Solare, they fixed the mistakes made by my previous lawyer and covered all the bases to ensure
that I received full physical and legal custody of my daughter“It cannot go unmentioned

how extremely difficult it is for a father to receive custody of his child, but Alexis Scott did it!”
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How Washington State Legalized Marijuana

“Nobody thought it would happen,” said Alison Holcomb, the Washington
ACLU attorney who authored Initiative 502, the landmark measure that
voters passed to make marijuana legal in Washington State. “But it really
wasn’t about legalizing marijuana - it was about the war on drugs which
leads to mass incarceration of people on marijuana charges.”

Alison Holcomb, the Author of Holcomb shared the story of the bumpy road I-502 took from inception
Washington’s Initiative 502 to passage on Wednesday, January 30, at “How Washington State Legalized
Marijuana,” an event presented by TJSL’s Center for Law and Social Justice (CLS]), directed by Professor

Alex Kreit.

Although Holcomb shared statistics show that Blacks and Latinos were much more likely to be prosecuted
before 502 passed, the campaign was sold to the voters on a cost savings basis — how many millions the
justice system could save and how many millions, if not billions, the state would earn in revenue from taxes
on the legalized and regulated sale of marijuana.

“The way to reform is to talk about money and monetary arguments,” Holcomb told the audience, “not to
emphasize the racial disparities in marijuana prosecutions, which the voters just don’t want to listen to.”

Of course, now that 502 has been enacted into law, there are still major legal issues that have to be decided,
according to Holcomb. The big question is whether the Federal Controlled Substances Act supersedes
Washington State’s - or any state’s laws. That’s the federal preemption issue. The other issue, Holcomb says,
is dual sovereignty between the states and the federal government - “Does the state law undermine the
Controlled Substances Act? “

Holcomb feels that “federal law is not preempted unless state law requires someone to violate federal law -
which is a positive conflict.” At the same time, under the Tenth Amendment, the federal government can’t
force a state to make something illegal. "And the federal government can’t force a state to enforce federal
laws," Holcomb said.

So far, U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder has been silent on the issue of whether the Justice Department will
enforce its laws in Washington. If there is litigation on the Washington State law, “it will be putting federal
policy on trial,” Holcomb said. “Also, 502 didn’t rewrite Washington’s uniform drug code - it just created
exceptions.”

The initiative created very strict controls on the growing, distribution and possession of marijuana in the
state and the aim of the measure was to “replace criminalization with responsible public health policy,”
said Holcomb.

The marijuana legalization campaign was spinning its wheels in the beginning, Holcomb pointed out, but

got traction when the former U.S. Attorney for Western Washington, John McKay, made a TV commercial
endorsing [-502. In it, he said, “Marijuana laws need to be reformed from top to bottom - they just don’t work.
Filling our courts and jails has failed to reduce marijuana use.”

The stage is set for some kind of showdown over the new Washing State marijuana law. “What’s going to
happen?” Holcomb asked. “Consult your Magic Eight Ball.”

“The presentation given by Alison Holcomb was very eye-opening,” said Crystal Bagheri 2L, who attended
the presentation. “ She was extremely knowledgeable in her field and the way the ACLU passed the Prop 502
initiative in Washington is commendable. I found it especially important to note that the new initiative could
potentially make millions for the state and that the focus of the profits will be public health concerns.”
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Professor Slomanson to Moderate Panel on Unilateral Secession

Professor William Slomanson has been invited to moderate a panel titled “Unilateral Secession in a Multipolar
World” at the American Society of International Law’s Annual Meeting in April in Washington, D.C. The topic of
unilateral secession is on everyone’s list of hot button issues, given recent events involving northern Mali’s al-
Qaeda branch, and a number of other secessionist-oriented groups seeking to achieve their version of self-
determination.

His panel will consist of the following secession experts: Program Committee Coordinator Andrea Menaker, White & Case, LLP.,
Washington, DC; Marcelo Kohen, Graduate Institute of International & Developmental Studies, Geneva; Jure Vidmar, Oxford Universi-
ty, Institute of European and Comparative Law; Vanessa |. Jiménez, Senior Counsel, PILPG, South Sudan Program Director; and Pat-
rick Dumberry, University of Ottawa.

For the panel, Professor Slomanson will draft a hypothetical secession scenario—comparable to the debate in which he participated
as the advocate for the U.S,, arranged by the ABA’s International Law Section in Dublin, Ireland in fall of 2011.

He has recently taught or lectured in a number of locations impacted by unilateral secessions—including Kosovo, Georgia (Abkhazia
and South Ossetia provinces), and Nagorno Karabakh (surrounded by Azerbaijan). His most recent publication on point is Nagorno
Karabakh: An Alternative Legal Approach to its Quest for Legitimacy, 9 Miskolc Journal of International Law 69 (2012). It will be re-
printed for U.S. audiences in Volume 35 of the Thomas Jefferson Law Review.

Professor Slomanson has published extensively in the fields of Civil Procedure and International Law, having authored or co-
authored 19 books for major legal publishers, three-dozen law review articles, and a total of 150 distinct publications. They have
now been cited more than 1,400 times. His classroom text in International Law has been adopted for classroom use in 23 countries.
Its Course Web Page, containing post-publication developments is located at <http://www.tjsl.edu/slomansonb/txtcsesite.html>.

He has lectured on a number of international law topics/panels in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Canada, China, Cuba, England,
France, Georgia, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Kosovo, Mexico, Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Turkey, Ukraine, and at various locations in
the United States.

He also has served the American Society of International Law as: Editor of the United Nations 21 Interest Group from 1992-2012 (44
issues); UN21 Interest Group Chair from 1995-2006; and Corresponding Editor for International Legal Materials from 2007-present.

In 2002, he first taught International Law at Kosovo’s Pristina Summer University, where he is now a Visiting Professor.

Prior to law school, Professor Slomanson served as a U.S. Naval Officer and received the Navy Achievement Medal for his service in
Viet Nam. He was an attorney for a Los Angeles insurance defense firm before joining the Thomas Jefferson School of Law faculty.

It's Time to Find Out About Bar Prep! February and March Are TJSL's Bar Prep Months!

Please visit the table of each of the following bar prep companies:

e Themis Bar Review: February 4 - 8
¢ Flemings Bar Review: February 11 -12
*(Exam Writing Workshop on 2/12 at 11:30 a.m., room 323)
e Kaplan Bar Program: February 18 - 22
e Barbri: February 25 - March 1
e BarMaxx: March 4 - March 5
¢ Bar Secrets: (TBA)

Still have trouble with your essay exams?
A FREE Essay Exam Workshop will be NEXT TUESDAY: 2/12 at 11:30 a.m., room 323

Flemings Bar Review will be hosting a FREE Essay Exam writing workshop. If you are a 1L, 2L or a 3L
who wants to learn additional techniques to write an effective exam answer, this would be an excellent
workshop to attend. The lecture will be given by Jeff Flemings who has years of experience helping
students. Past students have "raved" about his essay workshops. Space is limited to room capacity to
please arrive early!


http://www.tjsl.edu/slomansonb/txtcsesite.html
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