
  

 

TJSL Welcomes Fall 2013 Incoming Students 
 

“You have really made one of the most important decisions of  
your life,” said Dean Thomas Guernsey as he welcomed the Fall 
2013 incoming class of the Thomas Jefferson School of Law on 
Monday, August 12. “You have chosen to become a lawyer, and 
have chosen to take on a set of responsibilities that can truly 
change you forever. You are about to join a profession that 
many believe, including myself, provides a cornerstone of  
stability to this country.” 
 

Maral Nicole Mehrabian is from L.A. and is thrilled to be a 
Criminal Law Fellow at the Thomas Jefferson School of Law.  
“I am excited to start at TJSL and I am extremely excited to  
explore San Diego! But I have to admit that I am also nervous 
about not knowing anyone, but hopefully that will all change 
soon.” 
 

Associate Dean for Student Affairs Beth Kransberger intro-
duced herself along with members of the TJSL faculty and staff. 
“Welcome to the law school, we are thrilled to finally have  
you here.”  
 
During Associate Dean Kransberger’s opening remarks she 
explained that 11 % of the incoming class have served our  
country through military service, “We have current and former 
members of the Marine Corps, the Army, the Air Force, the 
Coast Guard and the Navy. 31 % of you are coming to us from 
outside the state of California.” said Kransberger. “You come  
to us from 32 different states.  16 % of you were born outside 
of the U.S and are from 23 different countries.” 
 

“It took me 4 days and 38-hundred miles to get to San Diego 
from Anchorage, Alaska but it was totally worth it,” said Crimi-
nal Law Fellow Coleman Alguire. “I am excited to get started.” 
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TJSL Welcomes Fall 2013 Incoming Students…  
 

“This is a wonderful school,” said New Yorker Jeryl Wil-
ford. “The opportunities they have here at TJSL are ‘bar 
none’ to the other places that I considered. I am grateful 
to have received an IP fellowship and I am extremely in-
terested in sports law.” Welford is one of 56 incoming 
students who recently move into Entrada, the student 
housing apartment complex, joining the 136 TJSL stu-
dents who also live there. 

 

Third year law student JB Campbell helped the Admissions 
team welcome the incoming class. “I told some of these  
students today that it seems like only yesterday that I was 
doing this and now I am planning to graduate in May. I told 
them to enjoy it because the time goes so fast.” 
 

Theo Montgomery is from Jackson, Mississippi and is now 
thrilled to call himself a San Diego resident. “I wanted to 
do something and be somewhere different and San Diego 
and the Thomas Jefferson School of Law provided that,” 
said Montgomery. “I am really ready to get into the groove 
of things. I am really ready for classes to get started.” 
 

In total the Thomas Jefferson School of Law welcomed  

265 new full-time and part-time students.   

Incoming Student Maral Mehrabian  

Incoming Student Jeryl Wilford  

Incoming Student Jeryl Wilford  

Jay B Campbell 3L  
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Four TJSL Professors and nine alumni have been selected as finalists for the 2013 Top Attorneys Recognition 
by the San Diego Daily Transcript. All finalists are described as "San Diego’s legal cream of the crop" by the 
Transcript’s editors. 
  
Professor Julie Greenberg, Professor Marybeth Herald, Professor Lilys McCoy and Professor Steve Semeraro 
were named in the Top Attorneys in the Academic category of this annual honor, where attorneys are nomi-
nated by and voted upon by their peers. 
  
“I am very proud to have been selected as a Top Attorney,” said Professor Steve Semeraro.  “I have admired 
those named in the academic category in prior years and I am both surprised and delighted to be able to 
count myself among a very select group.” 
  
“I'm honored to be included with fellow TJSL faculty whom I greatly admire,” said Professor McCoy, an  
adjunct professor who heads TJSL’s Center for Solo Practitioners. “The entire TJSL community--students, 
staff, faculty and alumni--are a remarkable group. Their passion for the law and for equal access to justice 
through TJSL's dynamic programs inspires me to do better every day I am there. “ 
  
“I am delighted to be selected for this honor,” said Professor Herald, while Professor Greenberg remarked.  
“I am so pleased to have been selected along with my colleagues at Thomas Jefferson, who are such accom-
plished teachers and scholars.  Professors Greenberg and Herald have been named as a Top Attorneys in the 
Academics category multiple times. “ 
  
TJSL Adjunct Professor Lea Fields-Bernard, who is also the co-coach of the Mock Trial Team, was named as  
a Top Attorney in the Municipal and Government Law category. 
 
Among the Eight TJSL Alumni named as Top Attorney Finalists are: Criminal Law / Kerry Armstrong ‘07, 
Family Law / Puja Sachdev ‘06, Immigration Law / Ruth Ellen Spillane ‘08, Insurance Law / Robert Vail 
Closson ’86 and Andrew Dunk ’86, Labor/Employment / Joshua D. Gruenberg ‘92, Personal Injury / James 
Matthew Brown ’81, Real Estate & Construction Litigation / Danielle G. Nelson ‘01 and J.P. Roach ‘10, Real 
Estate & Construction Transactional / J.P. Roach ‘10 
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TJSL Professors Participated in Panel on Zimmerman-Martin Case  
 

TJSL Professors Marjorie Cohn and Kaimipono Wenger were panelists on Friday, August 9, at a special 
event, “The Intersection of Race and Law: Response to Trayvon Martin Tragedy and Zimmerman Not 
Guilty Verdict.” 
  
The panel discussion was held from 6 – 8 p.m. at the San Diego Foundation Center for Civic Engagement, 
at Liberty Station. The public was invited. 
  
The moderator, Scott Lewis, is the CEO of the Voice of San Diego and the other panelists were NAACP of 
San Diego President Lei-Chala Wilson and The Executive Director of Federal Defenders, Reuben Cahn. 
  
“This panel discussion delved into some of the most critical issues raised by the trial of George Zimmer-
man, including the role race played in the trial, the jury instructions and what will happen next in this 
tragic case,” said Professor Cohn. 
  
According to the event’s organizers “There are various issues to discuss including why the prosecution 
was not able to meet its burden of proof, views on whether mistakes were made at trial, backlash from 
the verdict, the potential federal civil rights action the NAACP has called for with its petition to the  
Department of Justice, gun laws and the role of racial bias in this tragic incident and the events that  
followed.” 
  
“Out of this tragic incident one positive thing might be the spark of consciousness that has encouraged 
many people to better understand the laws that affect them locally and to reexamine the ways racial  
bias plays out in everyday life. This event is meant to educate members of the community, bring clarity 
to key legal issues and offer participants an opportunity to get engaged in the San Diego community.” 
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Deborah Micev (3L) Has Great Externship with  
Federal Magistrate Judge McCurine  
 
Deborah Micev (3L) is completing a summer long externship with 
Federal Magistrate Judge William McCurine, who is also a mem-
ber of TJSL’s Broad of Trustees. 
  
“My externship is about to wrap up and I couldn't have had a bet-
ter summer, “said Micev. “ Judge McCurine is a wise man and I 
learned many lessons. Thank you to everyone at Thomas Jeffer-
son!” 
  
Q-What made this externship a great experience for you? 
  
“The best part of the externship was talking to Judge McCurine, 

and not just about the law, but more so about life and relationships.  He's an amazing person and I feel 
very lucky that our paths in life have crossed.” 
  
Q-What were your duties? 
  
“I wrote up an order, a report and recommendation and various case summaries.  I frequently attended 
criminal hearings and settlement conferences.  All of the externs also go on several tours, including the 
bankruptcy courthouse, the federal prison and the U.S. Marshals facilities.  I learned many lessons in the 
courtroom, observing the attorneys and Judge McCurine interact with each other and the defendants.  I 
also learned a few good secrets to mediation: keep it real and make both sides feel like winners. “  
  
Q-How did the internship come about? 
  
“Professor Julie Cromer Young submitted my name after I completed an oral presentation in her Civil 
Procedure class.  I am very grateful that she considered me a good candidate for this position.” 
  
Q-How did TJSL prepare you for the internship and how did it help you on the job? 
  
“I think the most important lesson I learned at TJSL is to be nice and ask questions.  That way you create 
opportunities for learning and meeting people everywhere you go.  Hopefully, you find fun and friends 
along the way!”     
 

Deborah Micev (3L) with Federal Magistrate 

Judge and TJSL Trustee William McCurine, Jr.  
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TJSL to Host National Sports Law Negotiation 
Competition in September  
 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law is proud to host 
the National Sports Law Negotiation Competition for  
the third year in a row on September 20-22, 2013. 
 
The first two NSLNC competitions at TJSL were ex-
tremely successful and the 2013 edition is shaping up  
to be very successful as well. 
 
"NSLNC 2013, the Third Annual for Thomas Jefferson 
School of Law, looks to be another well-attended and 

great event,” said Competition Director Jeremy Evans ’11.  “We have a wonderful diversity of law schools 
from around the country and some interesting competition negotiations planned. The festivities will start 
Friday, September 20 with the Center for Sports Law & Policy's Conference and Awards Ceremony, followed 
that evening by the Dodgers vs. Padres game at Petco Park in suites for NSLNC competitors and coach-
es. Saturday is the Competition, Saturday night is the finalists announcement and certificate presentation on 
TJSL's rooftop terrace, and on Sunday the final round will be held in the Moot Courtroom. A special thank 
you to the NSLNC Board and Assistants, the Alternative Dispute Resolution Society, the Sports Law Society 
and the Center for Sports Law & Policy for helping to organize these events"  
 
Here is a list of the NSLNC 2013 teams that have registered so far: 

  
Arizona State University Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law – Tempe, AZ 
Baylor University School of Law – Waco, TX 
California Western School of Law – San Diego, CA 
Creighton University School of Law – Omaha, NE 
Chapman University School of Law (2 teams) – Orange, CA 
Fordham University School of Law (2 teams) – New York, NY 
Golden Gate University School of Law – San Francisco, CA 
Marquette University Law School – Milwaukee, WI 
Oklahoma City University School of Law – Oklahoma City, OK 
Pace University School of Law – White Plains, NY 
Pepperdine University School of Law – Malibu, CA 
Santa Clara University School of Law – Santa Clara, CA 
Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law (2 teams) – Dallas, TX 
Southwestern Law School (2 teams) – Los Angeles, CA 
University of California Davis School of Law – Davis, CA 
University of California, Hastings College of the Law (2 teams) – San Francisco, CA 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas - William S. Boyd School of Law (2 teams) – Las Vegas, NV 
University of San Diego School of Law – San Diego, CA 
Western State University College of Law – Fullerton, CA 
  
The deadline for teams to register for the competition is August 26, 2013. 
  
For additional info on the competition, click here. 
 
Visit the Official National Sports Law Negotiation Competition Website 

http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/nslnc
http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/nslnc/competition-itinerary-notes
http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/nslnc
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Professor Alex Kreit Publishes Book  
on Drug Law and Policy  
 
Professor Alex Kreit’s latest book is titled Controlled 
Substances: Crime, Regulation, and Policy, and it's  
the first major casebook published on drug laws  
since 1983. 
  
“While modern drug laws have dramatically changed 
our criminal justice system, they are strangely absent 
from the curriculum at most law schools,” said Profes-
sor Kreit. “This book is designed to accommodate  
a number of different types of courses on drug abuse 

and the law. I teach the subject as a three-credit lecture course that covers drug policy, drug crimes, and 
drug regulation, using materials from the first seven chapters of this book. However, this book could also  
be used in a seminar on drug policy or the ‘war on drugs,’ an advanced criminal law course, or a study 
abroad course on international and comparative drug control. Portions of the book could also be used to 
supplement a first-year criminal law course. I have found learning about and teaching this subject to be  
incredibly enjoyable and rewarding.” 
 
There has not been a casebook dedicated to controlled substances law since the second and final edition  
of Gerald F. Uelmen and Victor G. Haddox’s Drug Abuse and the Law: Cases, Text, Materials in 1983. 
 
According to the publisher, Carolina Academic Press: “Drug offenders are a ubiquitous part of our criminal 
justice system. Approximately 1.5 million Americans were arrested for a drug offense in 2011, more than 
for any other single category of crime. Drug convictions have fueled an explosion in our prison population 
with drug offenders constituting nearly one quarter of our prison population. Indeed, with the number of 
Americans incarcerated for a drug offense today larger than the entire United States prison and jail popula-
tion in 1980, it would not be an exaggeration to say that the single most important development within the 
field of criminal law over the past four decades has been the war on drugs. 
  
“Controlled Substances: Crime, Regulation, and Policy provides a comprehensive overview of the many  
fascinating issues of law and policy related the criminalization and regulation of illegal drugs. The book  
begins with materials on the debate about prohibition and its alternatives, with a particular focus on the 
modern ''war on drugs'' model of prohibition. After establishing this foundation, the book turns its attention 
to the drug laws themselves, taking an in depth look at controlled substances offenses, drug sentencing,  
and the investigation of drug crimes. The book then considers the body of administrative law that governs 
the classification of controlled substances and the use and distribution of controlled substance for medical 
purposes. Finally, the book concludes with an overview of international and comparative issues in  
drug law.” 
  
Professor Kreit is the former Chair of the City of San Diego Medical Marijuana Task Force. 
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Citations Added August 4 - August 12 
 
Aaron Schwabach 
Articles: 

Desalination and International Watercourse Law , 2013 UTAH ONLAW (forthcoming 2013) 

Articles: 

Reclaiming Copyright from the Outside In: What the Downfall Hitler Meme Means for Transformative Works, Fair Use, and 

Parody, 8 BUFF. INTELL. PROP. L.J. 1 (2013), available athttp://ssrn.com/abstract=2040538 

Books: 

INTERNET AND THE LAW: TECHNOLOGY, SOCIETY, AND COMPROMISES (2d ed. ABC-CLIO, forthcoming 2014) 

 

Marjorie Cohn 
Radio: 

Bradley Manning verdict, Radio Activity, WMNF, Tampa, FLA 

Radio: 

Pending verdict in Bradley Manning trial, The Monitor, KPFT (Pacifica), Houston, TX 

 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=2040538
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